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In a landmark development, a corona virus vaccination centre was 

opened in March at the Red Crescent Corona Care Hospital in Rawalpindi.
In another feather in the PRCS cap, the government has 

designated the Red Crescent Corona Care Hospital as Mass 

Vaccination Centre for vaccination of general public against Covid-19.
PRCS Chairman, Abrar ul Haq inaugurated the vaccination 

centre. Addressing on the occasion, the Chairman said that Red 

Crescent Corona Care Hospital has selflessly served the people 

during the pandemic wherein hundreds of Covid-19 patients were 

treated free of cost. He said that it is a matter of honour and 

recognition for the PRCS that the Red Crescent Corona Care 

Hospital is the only facility other than government-run hospitals 

to be designated as Mass Vaccination Centre for Covid-19. “I 

appreciate the government for showing trust in us,” he added.
Abrar ul Haq said that government has launched vaccination 

drive for the Public and people should register for vaccination under 

the procedure prescribed by the government. Vaccines are being 

given on the list provided by the government. He appealed to the 

government and the NCOC to also include physically challenged 

people in the ongoing vaccination phase as they are more vulnerable 

to the disease. He cautioned the general public to keep observing 

safety guidelines even after getting vaccinated.
Abrar ul Haq said that coronavirus cases are rising once again 

and the efforts of PRCS to help the vulnerable segments will 

continue with utmost commitment and unflinching resolve until 

the monster is completely defeated. He hailed the cooperation of 

Movement Partners, especially ICRC, IFRC and ECHO for providing 

funding support during Covid-19 operations. 
Abrar ul Haq said that PRCS has rendered remarkable services 

in containing the Covid-19 pandemic in the country. He said the 

PRCS not only launched a nationwide awareness campaign but 

also helped government in screening and quarantine operations 

across the country. He said that state-of-the-art Red Crescent 

Corona Care Hospital was set up within a record period of 15 days 

and it was inaugurated by Prime Minister Imran Khan. He said that 

Muhafiz Force set up by the PRCS helped vulnerable segments of 

the society through provision of food as well as awareness about 

adherence to safety and security SOPs devised by the government. 

He said that besides free-of-cost treatment facilities, psychosocial 

support was also provided to the patients at the RCCH.
PRCS Acting Secretary General Dr Adeel Nawaz, IFRC Head of 

Delegation Peter (Piwi) Ophoff, RCCH medical and paramedical staff 

and PRCS officials and volunteers were also present on the occasion.
 
 

Covid-19�Vaccination�Center�Opens�at
Red� Crescent� Corona� Care� Hospital
Abrar�ul�Haq�says,�designation�of�RCCH�as�Mass�Vaccination�Centre�for�

Covid-19�is�a�matter�of�pride�and�recognition�for�PRCS
CRESCENT�NEWS�

PRCS�expands�country�wide�Covid-19�vaccination�drive

The Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) has expanded its 
recently launched campaign for door-to-door and mobile 
vaccination against Covid-19 virus in order to contain the spread 
of pandemic in the country.

As part of the initiative, door-to-door vaccination drive is in full swing 
in the territorial limits of Islamabad Capital Territory, in different parts of 
Karachi and Punjab in collaboration with government.

PRCS has also signed an MoU with Department of Health, 
Government of AJK, for 'Corona Free Kashmir Initiative' under 
which  public will be vaccinated through mobile vaccination units 
in different districts of the region.

Under this initiative, in the 1st phase, vaccination mobile units have 
been established in Muzaffarabad and Mirpur; beside, mobile units will 
also be set up in other districts of AJK. PRCS will deploy its ambulances 
and volunteers for the mass vaccination under this initiative. 

In another development, PRCS in collaboration with the 
Health Department of Government of Sindh and National 
Command and Operation Centre (NCOC), has opened 3 mobile 
Covid-19 vaccination units in Karachi. Preparations are also 
underway to establish mass vaccination centers at Pakistan Red 
Crescent Hospitals in different districts of Punjab, Sindh, 
Baluchistan and Tribal areas.

In a statement on the occasion, PRCS Chairman, Abrar ul Haq 
said that fight against Covid-19 pandemic has entered a decisive 
phase as fresh cases are on continuous decline due to stringent 
enforcement of safety guidelines by the government, coupled by 
people's cooperation and a robust vaccination drive. He said that 
third wave of corona virus was dangerous, more contagious and 
deadlier as compared to the first two spells, however the Covid-19 
positivity ratio is now going down with each passing day. He said 
life has started coming back to normal in most parts of the country.

Abrar ul Haq urged the people to get themselves vaccinated at 
the earliest as the government has announced to allow walk-in 
facility for every individual eligible for vaccination in the country. 
He cautioned the people to continue strictly following health and 
safety guidelines in order to help the country defeat the disease.

Regarding the vaccination initiatives launched by the PRCS in 

different parts of the country, Abrar ul Haq said the community-level 
intervention aims at ensuring that every individual is vaccinated 
against Covid-19 so that spread of deadly virus is contained and 
precious lives are saved. He said that PRCS volunteers and 
healthcare professionals have been working tirelessly from day one 
to contribute to the ongoing national effort to overcome the spread 
of Covid-19 in the country through a synergised response.
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Life Saving Partnership Life Saving Partnership Life Saving Partnership 

Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) and National Highways and 

Motor way Police (NHMP) in February 2021 signed an MoU to launch a 

road safety initiative to help reduce deaths and injuries on the motor way.
Federal Minister for Communications Murad Saeed was chief guest 

on the occasion. PRCS Chairman, Abrar ul Haq, Federal Secretary 

Ministry of Communications Zafar Hassan and NHMP IG Kaleem Imam 

were present on the occasion. The MoU was signed by PRCS Acting 

Secretary General, Dr Adeel Nawaz and NHMP IG Kaleem Imam.
Under the initiative, PRCS has provided eight fully equipped 

ambulances to the NHMP for deployment on M-2 Motor way along with 

first aid kits for delivery of emergency medical and relief services to 

commuters in case of any traffic accidents. The PRCS will also impart free of 

cost first aid training to NHMP staff besides raising awareness among the 

general public about road safety so that road fatality rate can be minimized.
Speaking on the occasion, Federal Minister for Communications 

Murad Saeed appreciated the initiative taken by PRCS which he said 

that will go a long way in helping people and saving lives in case of 

road crashes. He said that with increase in volume of traffic, ratio of 

road accidents is also going up with each passing day. “It is our duty 

to not only make the traveling easier but also safer,” he said, and 

assured the PRCS of all-out support in implementing such initiatives.
The minister said that provision of ambulances by the PRCS is a 

praiseworthy step; however, the more important aspect of this 

initiative is first-aid training to the NHMP staff. He said that lack of 

first-aid training is one of the major causes of fatalities in road crashes.
Speaking on the occasion, PRCS Chairman, Abrar ul Haq said that 

around 100 people die in road crashes every day in Pakistan, which is 

an alarming situation. He said time is of great essence in the advent of 

any traffic accident as 59% of deaths can be averted due to timely and 

right intervention. “Timely intervention requires good vehicles to shift 

the injured to hospitals and the right intervention is not possible 

without skilled people,” he said, “adding that resource and knowledge 

sharing between PRCS and NHMP will help numerous lives on roads.” 

He said prevention is more important than service delivery, adding 

that through boosting preventive strategies, not only burden of 

billions of rupees being spent on service delivery in the health sector 

can be reduced but also many precious lives can be saved.
NHMP IG Kaleem Imam assured that the ambulances provided by 

the PRCS will be used in the best and professional way. He said NHMP 

will deploy these ambulances on the motor way at the earliest. He 

said shifting the injured to hospitals is a very challenging task on the 

motor way, adding that the PRCS and NHMP joint initiative will help 

timely shifting of the injured in case of any accident.
Later, Federal Minister for Communications, Murad Saeed, PRCS 

Chairman, Abrar ul Haq and other dignitaries inspected the 

ambulances being handed over to the NHMP. On the occasion, 

symbolic key of the ambulances was also handed over to NHMP IG 

Kaleem Imam. Shields were also presented to the dignitaries on the 

occasion. PRCS and NHMP senior officers also attended the ceremony.
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Japan provides five Ambulances and Financial Assistance to PRCS

The Government of Japan has provided five ambulances and a 

financial assistance of $90,899 to the Pakistan Red Crescent Society 

to help expand its outreach and services in the wake of any calamity 

or emergency situation.

An MoU in this regard was signed in March between PRCS 

Chairman Abrar ul Haq and H.E Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan 

Kuniori Matsuda at his residence. PRCS Acting Secretary General 

Dr Adeel Nawaz, Brig (r) Abdul Hadi, Col (r) Shahrukh and senior 

officials from the Japan Embassy also attended the ceremony.

As part of the 'Project for Reusing Secondhand Ambulances in 

Rawalpindi, Islamabad, financed under Japan's Grant Assistance 

for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) scheme, the 

Government of Japan will provide five ambulances to the PRCS 

besides a grant of $90,899 which will be utilized for transportation 

cost of ambulances from Japan to Pakistan, their re-conditioning 

and installation of first aid equipment in Islamabad.

Speaking on the occasion, H.E Ambassador of Japan to 

Pakistan, Kuniori Matsuda said the ambulances would sufficiently 

add to the PRCS outreach capacity and coverage in the wake of 

calamities and emergencies in Pakistan. “As the world is fighting 

Covid-19 pandemic, we have realized how precious our lives are. 

This project will enable people to receive high-quality and on-

time support from the Pakistan Red Crescent Society,” he added.

Chairman Abrar ul Haq appreciated the assistance provided by 

the Government of Japan for enhancing the operational 

capabilities of the PRCS. He maintained that the addition of five 

ambulances to the PRCS fleet would enable the organization to 

respond to emergencies more quickly and reach out to the people 

who are in immediate need of first aid and help in a timely manner.  

He said Pakistan and Japan are friends for long and the bilateral 

relationship has entered into a new phase now. He said the 

exchange of youth programs between the two countries could play 

an important role for the youth development, enhancing 

cooperation in health sector and other humanitarian initiatives for 

mitigating the sufferings of vulnerable segment of society.
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PRCS, TRC sign MoU to Boost
Humanitarian Cooperation

TRC has always supported PRCS as a reliable partnerin case of
any disaster or emergency in Pakistan, Abrar ul Haq  

Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) and Turkish Red Crescent have 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to strengthen 
cooperation in the areas of humanitarian and relief operations, 
information and experience sharing and capacity building.

PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq and Turkish Red Crescent President Dr Kerem 
KINK signed the MoU at a ceremony held at the PRCS, National Headquarters. 
After signing the MoU, both dignitaries also exchanged mementos.

Under the agreement, the two organizations will collaborate on matters 
related to humanitarian activities and exchange of knowledge and experiences, 
besides jointly implementing relief operations in the two countries.

Addressing on the occasion, Chairman Abrar ul Haq said the PRCS wad 
serving the suffering humanity to the best of its capability and without any 
discrimination. He said Turkey had always stood side by side with people of 
Pakistan through thick and thin. He also paid rich tributes to the TRC for 
their magnanimous support and long-term partnership with the PRCS in 
humanitarian interventions in the last decades. “The TRC has always 
fulfilled its commitment to support PRCS as a reliable partner in case of any 
disaster or emergency in Pakistan,” he said. “We are very thankful to TRC 
for their gift of state-of-the-art Disaster Management Logistic Center at 
NHQ which is effectively and efficiently being utilized for planning, 
execution of all disaster and relief operations in the country,” he added.

Abrar ul Haq said the TRC had supported PRCS in ongoing fight 
against Covid-19 and had provided operational support for the Red 
Crescent Corona Care Hospital in Rawalpindi where hundreds of patients 
have been treated free of cost. “We look forward to more support from 
TRC in the shape of small grants, community service projects and 
awareness drives on health and blood donation initiative,” he added.

Speaking on the occasion, Turkish Red Crescent President Dr Kerem 

KINK said relations between Pakistan and Turkish are time-tested. He 
said PRCS-TRC relationship has a history spanning over decades. 
“With each passing day, the cooperation is getting stronger. With 
signing of this MoU, the bilateral collaboration will get a fresh boost,” 
he added.

Later, the Turkish delegation visited Islamabad Post-Graduate 
Model College of Commerce H-8/4, Islamabad, where a blood 
donation camp had been organized by the PRCS. TRC President Dr 
Kerem KINK appreciated the college students who voluntarily donated 
blood at the camp.

PRCS Acting Secretary General Dr Adeel Nawaz, TRC Secretary General 
Huseyin CAN, TRC Head of Delegation in Pakistan Ibraheem Carlos, PRCS 
and TRC senior officials and volunteers were also present on the occasion.
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Distribution of Food Packs Among 500 Deserving Families             

The Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) on Friday distributed 
food packs among deserving families at a ceremony held here at 
the National Headquarters Islamabad.

The food packs were distributed among 500 families as part of an 
initiative launched in collaboration with the Turkish Red Crescent (TRC) 
under which a total of 5,000 families were provided with ration packs in 13 
districts of the country during the holy month of Ramazan.

Ambassador of Turkey, Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul, PRCS Chairman. 
Abrar ul Haq, Secretary General Dr Adeel Nawaz, Head of Turkish Red 
Crescent in Pakistan, Ibraheem Carlos, PRCS and TRC officials and 
volunteers attended the ceremony.

In his address on the occasion, Chairman Abrar ul Haq said the PRCS 
had been serving the suffering humanity, across the country, to the best of 
its capabilities and without any discrimination. He said the PRCS officers 

and trained volunteers had the unique honour of being the first to reach 
and last to leave the troubled spots in the wake of any disaster or 
emergency situation in any part of the country.

Abrar ul Haq said the holy month of Ramazan affords an opportunity 
to the faithful to win Allah Almighty's boundless blessings by serving the 
deserving people. He said every year, the PRCS had distributeds food 
packs among the deserving families in collaboration with the Turkish Red 
Crescent. He said the TRC had supported several development and 
humanitarian interventions in Pakistan for decades. He wished a stronger 
partnership between PRCS and TRC in future to ensure a better future to 
the vulnerable segments of the society. “Together, we have to work for 
the betterment of our communities with greater commitment and 
dedication,” he added.

In his speech, Turkish Ambassador Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul said the 
humanity is facing several challenges at this point of time. “We are 
facing the challenge of Covid-19, the challenge of need and the scarcity 
of livelihoods,” he said, adding that this ceremony was the expression of 
solidarity with the deserving people of Pakistan amid these challenging 
times. “The quantity of food packs being distributed may not be that 
huge, but what matters is the demonstration of close relations and 
brotherhood between the people of Pakistan and Turkey,” he said, 
adding that the TRC has reached out to thousands of people in Pakistan 
in the time of need in the recent years.

The ambassador hailed the PRCS for its services towards the 
suffering humanity. He also appreciated PRCS and the TRC for 
organizing such a blessed ceremony in the holy month of Ramazan.

Later, Ambassador, Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul, Chairman, Abrar ul Haq, 
Secretary General, Dr Adeel Nawaz and Head of Turkish Red Crescent, 
Ibraheem Carlos distributed ration packs among the deserving families. 

The��initiative�was�launched�in�collaboration�with�the�Turkish�Red�Crescent
under�which�a� total�of�5,000� families�were�provided�with� ration�packs� in�
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Distribution of Food Packs Among 500 Deserving Families             
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food packs among deserving families at a ceremony held here at 
the National Headquarters Islamabad.
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Abrar ul Haq, Secretary General Dr Adeel Nawaz, Head of Turkish Red 
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Ibraheem Carlos distributed ration packs among the deserving families. 
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�'World�Blood�Donor�Day'�Celebration

“Qasim Suri hails PRCS initiative 
of ensuring timely blood supply to
those in urgent need of transfusion”

“Abrar ul Haq stresses importance
of promoting voluntary blood 
donation culture in country ”

The Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) on June 14th 
celebrated the 'World Blood Donor Day' to raise awareness among 
people regarding need for regular blood donations and thanked all 
voluntary donors for their life-saving gift of blood to those in need.

This year, the World Blood Donor Day slogan is 'Give 
Blood and Keep the World Beating'. A ceremony was 
arranged at the PRCS National Headquarters in Islamabad to 
mark the day. National Assembly Deputy Speaker Qasim 
Khan Suri was the chief guest at the event, also attended by 
PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq, Secretary General Dr Adeel 
Nawaz, senior officials and volunteers.

Speaking on the occasion, National Assembly Deputy 
Speaker Qasim Khan Suri said that today is a reminder of the fact 
that blood transfusion is important in healthcare and medical 
treatment all over the world. The whole world knows Abrar-ul-
Haq for his service of humanity. The service of humanity is the 
only way to reach Allah. He said that millions of people around 
the world get new life through blood donation on a daily basis. 

He said the services of the Regional Blood Donor Center under 
the auspices of the Red Crescent are commendable. PRCS is proud 
to have developed an app for the timely availability of blood 
donors. The door-to-door campaign for Corona Vaccination is 
commendable. “Reducing blood donations during the Corona 
epidemic has made it a challenge to meet the needs of thalassemia 
patients.”, he added. He urged all the segments of the society to 
wholeheartedly help the PRCS in this humanitarian cause.

Addressing the ceremony, Chairman PRCS Abrar-ul-Haq said 
that we had started a campaign to collect blood donations in front 
of the Parliament House and Qasim Suri was the first to donate 
blood. I am proud of that. He emphasized the need to promote a 
culture of blood donation on a voluntary basis. He said voluntary 
and regular blood donation would also increase the quality of 
transparent and safe blood. 

Abrar-ul-Haq said that the PRCS has always strived for the 
management and supply of blood to deserving patients, emergencies 
and accidents. Red Crescent volunteers are active in collecting and 
timely availability of blood donations. Volunteers themselves donate 
blood regularly and participate in awareness campaigns.

Abrar ul Haq said the World Blood Donor Day also provides an 
opportunity to urge governments and national health authorities 
to provide adequate resources and put into place systems and 
infrastructures to increase the collection of blood from voluntary, 
non-remunerated blood donors.

General (retd) Mustafa Kamal Akbar, who donated blood 170 times 
at the age of 82, addressed the event. Murtaza Burhani, who donated 
blood 158 times, also delivered a motivational speech on this occasion. 

At the end of the ceremony, shields and gifts were distributed 
among the distinguished guests. PRCS Chairman, Abrar ul Haq 
presented a commemorative shield to Deputy Speaker, Qasim Suri.
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Every year 14th of June is celebrated 

worldwide as World Blood Donor day. 

This day was established an annual event in 

2005 by 58th World Health 

Assembly. The day is marked by events to 

raise awareness of the people on 

need for safe blood and blood products and 

thank all those voluntary and 

unpaid donors around the world for their life 

saving gift of blood to those in 

need of it

PRCS�holds�Donation�Camp�to�Address
Serious�Shortage�of�Blood�Amid�Covid
NA Deputy Speaker Qasim Suri urges all segments of society 
to wholeheartedly help PRCS in this humanitarian cause

“Youth to rise to challenge and play their role in saving precious lives”

Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) on 3rd February  organized a 
donation camp in the federal capital to help address serious shortage of 
blood amid depleted donations due to corona virus pandemic.

National Assembly Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan Suri was chief guest 
on the occasion. PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq and other senior officials 
were also present at the camp which was organized in F-7 Markaz.

Speaking on the occasion, Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan Suri said 
thousands of people have lost lives to Covid-19 across country, however 
even more lives are at risk due to blood shortage, especially of those who 
are suffering from leukemia, thalassemia, hemophilia, anemia or those 
undergoing critical surgeries or injured in road accidents. He welcomed the 
PRCS initiative of setting up blood camps which he said was also in line 
with the government's agenda of ensuring provision of safe blood to every 
patient as well as those injured in road accidents. He urged all segments of 
the society to wholeheartedly help the PRCS in this humanitarian cause.

Speaking on the occasion, PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq said Pakistan 
has an additional requirement of blood supply because of a high 
number of thalassemia patients, adding that the challenge has magnified 
due to lack of blood donors amid Covid-19 pandemic. “Estimates 
suggest that only 28 out of 10,000 people donate blood in Pakistan. Out 
of these, only 11 percent of donations are by people who don't have a 
friend or family in immediate need,” he said. “It is estimated that every 
five minutes, someone is killed or badly injured in a road accident in 
Pakistan out of which many lose their lives for want of timely supply of 
blood,” he lamented. “According to a Pakistan Thalassemia Centre report, 
Pakistan has approximately 100,000 patients suffering from the genetic 
blood disorder. Among other diseases, an estimated 5,000 children with 
beta thalassemia are born per year,” he added.

Abrar ul Haq said educational institutions and industrial units have 
been the major source of blood collection and their closure in days of 
pandemic has severely impacted the blood donations. However, since all 
schools, universities and other institutions have now reopened, it is time 

for an urgent intervention to ensure an uninterrupted supply of blood 
for those whose life depends on regular blood transfusions, he added.

He said the majority of blood donors fears that they might 
contract corona virus during the blood transfusion process, calling for 
a robust awareness campaign to ward off people's concerns in this 
regard. He said the PRCS has always been in the frontlines for 
arranging and donating blood and its components for the deserving 
patients. He said PRCS volunteers are working selflessly round the 
clock to ensure availability of blood for the patients and also 
contributing in the blood campaign through their own donations. He 
said the Regional Blood Donation Centre of the PRCS has also been 
working overtime since the outbreak of Covid-19 to cater to the need 
of thalassemia, hemophilia, cancer, and dialysis patients.

Abrar ul Haq said donating blood is not only a great deed but it also 
helps donors to stay healthy, energetic and rejuvenated all the year round. 
He urged the people to fulfil their human, national, moral and religious 
obligation and come out to save precious lives through blood donations in 
these testing times. A number of citizens donated blood at the camp.
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PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq

Month
Unit Collected 

from Blood Camps

Walking 

Donors Male Female

January 

February

March

April

May

June

57 136 182 177

92 142 243 226

190 166 402 454

28 88 234 224

98 79 240 169

93 165 271 320

Distribution Units

Total 558 776 1572 1570

Details on Blood Collection by PRCS RBDC



�'World�Blood�Donor�Day'�Celebration

“Qasim Suri hails PRCS initiative 
of ensuring timely blood supply to
those in urgent need of transfusion”

“Abrar ul Haq stresses importance
of promoting voluntary blood 
donation culture in country ”

The Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) on June 14th 
celebrated the 'World Blood Donor Day' to raise awareness among 
people regarding need for regular blood donations and thanked all 
voluntary donors for their life-saving gift of blood to those in need.

This year, the World Blood Donor Day slogan is 'Give 
Blood and Keep the World Beating'. A ceremony was 
arranged at the PRCS National Headquarters in Islamabad to 
mark the day. National Assembly Deputy Speaker Qasim 
Khan Suri was the chief guest at the event, also attended by 
PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq, Secretary General Dr Adeel 
Nawaz, senior officials and volunteers.

Speaking on the occasion, National Assembly Deputy 
Speaker Qasim Khan Suri said that today is a reminder of the fact 
that blood transfusion is important in healthcare and medical 
treatment all over the world. The whole world knows Abrar-ul-
Haq for his service of humanity. The service of humanity is the 
only way to reach Allah. He said that millions of people around 
the world get new life through blood donation on a daily basis. 

He said the services of the Regional Blood Donor Center under 
the auspices of the Red Crescent are commendable. PRCS is proud 
to have developed an app for the timely availability of blood 
donors. The door-to-door campaign for Corona Vaccination is 
commendable. “Reducing blood donations during the Corona 
epidemic has made it a challenge to meet the needs of thalassemia 
patients.”, he added. He urged all the segments of the society to 
wholeheartedly help the PRCS in this humanitarian cause.

Addressing the ceremony, Chairman PRCS Abrar-ul-Haq said 
that we had started a campaign to collect blood donations in front 
of the Parliament House and Qasim Suri was the first to donate 
blood. I am proud of that. He emphasized the need to promote a 
culture of blood donation on a voluntary basis. He said voluntary 
and regular blood donation would also increase the quality of 
transparent and safe blood. 

Abrar-ul-Haq said that the PRCS has always strived for the 
management and supply of blood to deserving patients, emergencies 
and accidents. Red Crescent volunteers are active in collecting and 
timely availability of blood donations. Volunteers themselves donate 
blood regularly and participate in awareness campaigns.

Abrar ul Haq said the World Blood Donor Day also provides an 
opportunity to urge governments and national health authorities 
to provide adequate resources and put into place systems and 
infrastructures to increase the collection of blood from voluntary, 
non-remunerated blood donors.

General (retd) Mustafa Kamal Akbar, who donated blood 170 times 
at the age of 82, addressed the event. Murtaza Burhani, who donated 
blood 158 times, also delivered a motivational speech on this occasion. 

At the end of the ceremony, shields and gifts were distributed 
among the distinguished guests. PRCS Chairman, Abrar ul Haq 
presented a commemorative shield to Deputy Speaker, Qasim Suri.

CRESCENT NEWS

Every year 14th of June is celebrated 

worldwide as World Blood Donor day. 

This day was established an annual event in 

2005 by 58th World Health 

Assembly. The day is marked by events to 

raise awareness of the people on 

need for safe blood and blood products and 

thank all those voluntary and 

unpaid donors around the world for their life 

saving gift of blood to those in 

need of it

PRCS�holds�Donation�Camp�to�Address
Serious�Shortage�of�Blood�Amid�Covid
NA Deputy Speaker Qasim Suri urges all segments of society 
to wholeheartedly help PRCS in this humanitarian cause

“Youth to rise to challenge and play their role in saving precious lives”

Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) on 3rd February  organized a 
donation camp in the federal capital to help address serious shortage of 
blood amid depleted donations due to corona virus pandemic.

National Assembly Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan Suri was chief guest 
on the occasion. PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq and other senior officials 
were also present at the camp which was organized in F-7 Markaz.

Speaking on the occasion, Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan Suri said 
thousands of people have lost lives to Covid-19 across country, however 
even more lives are at risk due to blood shortage, especially of those who 
are suffering from leukemia, thalassemia, hemophilia, anemia or those 
undergoing critical surgeries or injured in road accidents. He welcomed the 
PRCS initiative of setting up blood camps which he said was also in line 
with the government's agenda of ensuring provision of safe blood to every 
patient as well as those injured in road accidents. He urged all segments of 
the society to wholeheartedly help the PRCS in this humanitarian cause.

Speaking on the occasion, PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq said Pakistan 
has an additional requirement of blood supply because of a high 
number of thalassemia patients, adding that the challenge has magnified 
due to lack of blood donors amid Covid-19 pandemic. “Estimates 
suggest that only 28 out of 10,000 people donate blood in Pakistan. Out 
of these, only 11 percent of donations are by people who don't have a 
friend or family in immediate need,” he said. “It is estimated that every 
five minutes, someone is killed or badly injured in a road accident in 
Pakistan out of which many lose their lives for want of timely supply of 
blood,” he lamented. “According to a Pakistan Thalassemia Centre report, 
Pakistan has approximately 100,000 patients suffering from the genetic 
blood disorder. Among other diseases, an estimated 5,000 children with 
beta thalassemia are born per year,” he added.

Abrar ul Haq said educational institutions and industrial units have 
been the major source of blood collection and their closure in days of 
pandemic has severely impacted the blood donations. However, since all 
schools, universities and other institutions have now reopened, it is time 

for an urgent intervention to ensure an uninterrupted supply of blood 
for those whose life depends on regular blood transfusions, he added.

He said the majority of blood donors fears that they might 
contract corona virus during the blood transfusion process, calling for 
a robust awareness campaign to ward off people's concerns in this 
regard. He said the PRCS has always been in the frontlines for 
arranging and donating blood and its components for the deserving 
patients. He said PRCS volunteers are working selflessly round the 
clock to ensure availability of blood for the patients and also 
contributing in the blood campaign through their own donations. He 
said the Regional Blood Donation Centre of the PRCS has also been 
working overtime since the outbreak of Covid-19 to cater to the need 
of thalassemia, hemophilia, cancer, and dialysis patients.

Abrar ul Haq said donating blood is not only a great deed but it also 
helps donors to stay healthy, energetic and rejuvenated all the year round. 
He urged the people to fulfil their human, national, moral and religious 
obligation and come out to save precious lives through blood donations in 
these testing times. A number of citizens donated blood at the camp.

CRESCENT NEWS

PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq

Month
Unit Collected 

from Blood Camps

Walking 

Donors Male Female

January 

February

March

April

May

June

57 136 182 177

92 142 243 226

190 166 402 454

28 88 234 224

98 79 240 169

93 165 271 320

Distribution Units

Total 558 776 1572 1570

Details on Blood Collection by PRCS RBDC



'World�Orphan�Week'�Celebration
PRCS stresses need to show respect to orphan children and eradicate 
discrimination and help them become valuable members of society

Pakistan Red Crescent Society organized a ceremony to 

celebrate 'World Orphans Week' at the National Headquarters on 

5th March Mrs. Zlatomira Yurdakul, wife of Ambassador of Turkey 

to Pakistan, was chief guest on the occasion, while Pakistan Sweet 

Home Patron-in-Chief, Zamurd Khan was guest of honor.

Speaking on the occasion, PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq said, “We 

have gathered here today to make these orphan children realize that 

they are not alone and that they are in fact a very important part of 

our society.” He said that taking care of orphan and helpless children 

is our collective responsibility. “Everyone of us has to play his part to 

make these children a useful citizen of the society,” he said. “Involving 

these children in the nation-building activities by providing them 

with care, support and protection is need of the hour,” he added.

Abrar ul Haq said that PRCS is endeavoring to support orphan 

children to ensure a better future for them. He said the PRCS has 

recently launched the 'Smiling Children' initiative in collaboration 

with the China Foundation for Poverty Alleviation, through which 

thousands of food packs are being distributed among school 

children in several cities. Last year, the PRCS implemented Panda 

Pack project, through which school bags and other stationary items 

were distributed among school children, he further said. “Children 

are very close to our heart. Let us join hands to show respect to these 

orphan children and advocate their rights to eradicate discrimination 

and help them become valuable members of this society,” he added.

The PRCS Chairman also appreciated Turkey's support to Pakistan in 

the time of need. He said the Turkish Red Crescent Society has always been 

in the forefront of helping Pakistani people in difficult times. He hoped that 

the collaboration between PRCS and TRCS will grow in the times to come. 

He also appreciated the performance of Taekwondo Martial Arts 

Demonstration by the Basera Trust and Pakistan Sweet Home children.

In her address, Zlatomira Yurdakul, wife of Ambassador of Turkey to 

Pakistan, said the steps taken by the Turkish Red Crescent Society for welfare 

of orphan children are praiseworthy. She said PRCS and TRCS are doing an 

exemplary work towards common goal of service to the humanity.

PRCS Acting Secretary General Dr Adeel Nawaz, Head of 

Delegation Turkish Red Crescent Society, Ibrahim Carlos and staff 

and volunteers of PRCS and TRCS also attended the ceremony.

Orphan  children  of  Basera  Trust  and  Pakistan  Sweet  Home  

demonstrating Taekwondo  Martial  Arts  skills  during  the  

ceremony  held  at  PRCS  NHQ,  Islamabad

PRCS�Chairman�Abrar�ul�Haq,�H.E�wife�of�Ambassador�of�Turkey�Mrs.�Zlatomira�
Yurdakul��and�others�cutting�cake�to�mark“World�Orphan�Week”celebrations������
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PRCS, OGDCL ink MoU to equip RCCH with X-ray Machine

The Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) and the Oil & Gas 
Development Company Limited (OGDCL) have signed an MoU 
under which the latter will donate an X-ray machine to the Red 
Crescent Corona Care Hospital, Rawalpindi.

The MoU was signed by PRCS Chairman, Abrar ul Haq and 
OGDCL MD/CEO, Shahid Salim Khan, on behalf of their 
respective organizations at a ceremony held at the PRCS 
National Headquarters Islamabad in April.

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman Abrar ul Haq said the 
PRCS rendered remarkable services in containing the Covid-
19 pandemic in the country. He appreciated the OGDCL for 
donating an X-ray machine to the RCCH. He said the 
installation of state-of-the-art machine would boost 
diagnostic facilities at the hospital and help save lives through 
early diagnosis of any complications in Covid-19 patients. He 
said the OGDCL had always supported PRCS in delivery of 
humanitarian services. He also recalled OGDCL support for up 
gradation of ambulance fleet of the PRCS.

Addressing the ceremony, OGDCL MD/CEO Shahid Salim 
Khan hailed the PRCS endeavors for supporting the vulnerable 
segments of the society. He said being the largest CSR 
contributor of the country, the OGDCL is always on the lookout 
for an opportunity to serve those in need. He offered to extend 
further support to the PRCS in its humanitarian initiatives.

It is worth mentioning here that the OGDCL has provided an 
amount of Rs 15 million to the PRCS for purchase and 
installation of state-of-the-art X-ray machine at the RCCH to 
boost its diagnostic facilities.

PRCS Acting Secretary General, Dr Adeel Nawaz, PRCS and 
OGDCL senior officials also attended the ceremony.

Punjab is densely populated province of Pakistan, 

with population around 110 Millions (53%) of the 

country. The positivity rate of Covid-19 cases in the last 

few months was raised to an alarming level. 

As part of the PRCS COVID response activities in 

collaboration with IFRC and ECHO, PRCS Punjab branch 

distributed 400 hygiene kits among the deserving 

communities. 

PRCS volunteers identified groups of transgender 

living in different areas of Lahore. 30 hygiene kits were 

distributed among the transgender community in Garhi 

Shahu and 25 hygiene kits were distributed among 

Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) at Blind Center 

Shadman Lahore.

This intervention brought positive impact on the lives 

of the people. The objective of this activity was to raise 

awareness among general public regarding the use of 

health and hygiene kits. It helped the public in adopting 

hygiene practice in their  day to day affairs. Raising 

awareness was paramount component of this activity.

PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq presenting a 
memento to CEO OGDCL Shahid Salim Khan

PRCS Covid-19 Response Activities in Lahore

“Serving those who need the most”
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PRCS rendered remarkable services in containing the Covid-
19 pandemic in the country. He appreciated the OGDCL for 
donating an X-ray machine to the RCCH. He said the 
installation of state-of-the-art machine would boost 
diagnostic facilities at the hospital and help save lives through 
early diagnosis of any complications in Covid-19 patients. He 
said the OGDCL had always supported PRCS in delivery of 
humanitarian services. He also recalled OGDCL support for up 
gradation of ambulance fleet of the PRCS.

Addressing the ceremony, OGDCL MD/CEO Shahid Salim 
Khan hailed the PRCS endeavors for supporting the vulnerable 
segments of the society. He said being the largest CSR 
contributor of the country, the OGDCL is always on the lookout 
for an opportunity to serve those in need. He offered to extend 
further support to the PRCS in its humanitarian initiatives.

It is worth mentioning here that the OGDCL has provided an 
amount of Rs 15 million to the PRCS for purchase and 
installation of state-of-the-art X-ray machine at the RCCH to 
boost its diagnostic facilities.

PRCS Acting Secretary General, Dr Adeel Nawaz, PRCS and 
OGDCL senior officials also attended the ceremony.

Punjab is densely populated province of Pakistan, 

with population around 110 Millions (53%) of the 

country. The positivity rate of Covid-19 cases in the last 

few months was raised to an alarming level. 

As part of the PRCS COVID response activities in 

collaboration with IFRC and ECHO, PRCS Punjab branch 

distributed 400 hygiene kits among the deserving 

communities. 

PRCS volunteers identified groups of transgender 

living in different areas of Lahore. 30 hygiene kits were 

distributed among the transgender community in Garhi 

Shahu and 25 hygiene kits were distributed among 

Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) at Blind Center 

Shadman Lahore.

This intervention brought positive impact on the lives 

of the people. The objective of this activity was to raise 

awareness among general public regarding the use of 

health and hygiene kits. It helped the public in adopting 

hygiene practice in their  day to day affairs. Raising 

awareness was paramount component of this activity.

PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq presenting a 
memento to CEO OGDCL Shahid Salim Khan

PRCS Covid-19 Response Activities in Lahore

“Serving those who need the most”
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partnership and have joined hands to support the community during 
several emergencies and disasters such as 2005 earthquake, 2009 IDP 
crisis, and 2010 floods.
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Pakistan Red Crescent Society in collaboration with leading internet 

and broadband service provider, Jazz, distributed 250 non-perishable 
food packs among the families affected by COVID-19 pandemic, 
during a ceremony held at PRCS National Headquarters. While 150 
food packs will be distributed among the families in Haripur. 

PRCS Chairman, Abrar ul Haq, Acting Secretary General Dr. Adeel 
Nawaz, Vice President Corporate & Economic Affairs Jazz Ibrar Khan, 
PRCS officers, staff and volunteers were among the participants.

Speaking on the occasion, Abrar ul Haq said PRCS, being an 
auxiliary to the Government of Pakistan, had been at the forefront 
of fighting coronavirus and augmenting the government's 
response to the pandemic in the country. 

“PRCS staff and volunteers are present across country and are 
actively involved in Covid-19 awareness campaigns, distribution of PPE 
and hygiene kits, and provision of food packs to the deserving families 
affected by the virus,” he said. Abrar ul Haq also hailed Jazz for playing a 
leading role in supporting the most vulnerable segments of the society.

Commenting on relief support provided by the company during the 
pandemic, Jazz CEO, Aamir Ibrahim said, “We realize that these are tough 
times for many families. Jazz has continued its support of organizations like 
PRCS because they help the vulnerable by providing critical and timely relief.”

It is worth mentioning here that PRCS and Jazz enjoy a long-term 

PRCS,�Jazz�support�400�COVID-hit�families�with�food�supplies

.

Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) together with the Islamabad 
Capital Territory administration in January  paid glowing tribute to the 
COVID-19 frontline warriors, who have been battling it out against 
the pandemic in different capacities risking by their lives.In order to 
acknowledge the heroism of the frontline warriors, including doctors, 
paramedics, intellectuals, religious scholars, policemen and the entire 
district administration of Islamabad, a dignified ceremony was 
arranged at the PRCS National Headquarters.

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Health Dr Faisal Sultan, 
Chairman PRCS, Abrar ul Haq, Deputy Commissioner Islamabad 
Hamza Shafqaat, doctors from public and private hospitals of the twin 
cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad, intellectuals, religious scholars,  
officers and volunteers of PRCS attended the ceremony.

Addressing the participants, Dr Faisal Sultan said that COVID-19 
came as a gigantic challenge to the nation and the entire 
international community was watching as to how the government 
and people of Pakistan would be able to cope with the challenge.

“There were doubts and suspicions about the nation's ability and 
capacity to fight the pandemic but a coherent and well-coordinated 
response helped us in effectively contain it,”said Dr Faisal.

Addressing the participants, Chairman PRCS Abrar ul Haq said that 
the entire nation, from a low ranking health worker to the prime 
minister, stood like bulwark against the pandemic and managed to 
overcome it to a great extent.

While paying tribute to Prime Minister Imran Khan, the chairman 
said that he was working round the clock to turn the tide of the 
pandemic, and the bags under his eyes and his swollen face from 
lack of sleep testified to his extreme level of engagement in the fight 
against the disease. 

He said it was a matter of pride for the nation that the 
international community sought our input on how we managed to 
handle the pandemic that had failed them. He requested Dr Faisal 
Sultan to also issue health cards to the PRCS staff and volunteers 
engaged in the fight against the pandemic.

He paid homage to PRCS Regional Blood Donor Centre's Amir Nisar, 
who was martyred in the line of duty after exposure to COVID-19.DC 
Islamabad Hamza Shafqaat paid tribute to the frontline workers, who wewe 
taking their life in their own hands ventured out to distribute cooked food 

PRCS, SAPM, ICT pay tribute to COVID-19 Frontline Warriors
Abrar ul Haq says, it is a matter of pride for the nation that the international
community sought our input on how we have managed to handle the pandemic

among the deserving families, created awareness among the people 
about COVID-19, and educated them about the COVID-19 related 
standard operating procedures (SOPs) to save precious human lives.

Hamza said that event was arranged to reassure all those 
workers locked in a tough battle with the pandemic, the nation 
was not taking them for granted but recognizing and eulogizing 
their indefatigable efforts against the pandemic.

He said all those engaged in the war on the pandemic were 
the real heroes and the nation paid them a tribute befitting their 
contribution. He also eulogized PRCS for detailing ambulances 
which helped to save a lot of precious human lives.

On this occasion, a video was played showcasing the 
healthcare warriors' efforts against the pandemic. The other 
video pertained to the voluntary services rendered by PRCS.

At the end of ceremony, Dr Faisal Sultan and Abrar ul Haq awarded 
mementos and distributed certificates among the individuals in 
recognition of their extraordinary services during the pandemic.

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Health Dr 
Faisal Sultan, Chairman PRCS Abrar ul Haq presenting 
shield to PRCS Secretary General Dr. Adeel Nawaz.

PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq and Vice President Jazz 
Ibrar Khan hand a food pack to an affected person 
during a ceremony at PRCS, NHQ, Islamabad.
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A Pictorial view of PRCS Humanitarian Initiatives  

PRCS AJK Branch Distributing food packs among the 

affected communities of COVID-19 at Mirpur AJK 

PRCS volunteer pasting an awareness sticker on yellow 

cab in Islamabad under the  "Smoke Free cities 

initiative " in collaboration with NHSRC and WHO

PRCS First Aider imparting FA training to transgenders 

in a session at PRCS PHQ Punjab

PRCS Gujranwala staff and volunteers planting trees to 

play their part in clean and green campaign

PRCS Bajaur Branch CDRT Volunteers holding an 

awareness walk on Environment Day in a village of  

Tehsil Salarzai

Panda pack bags distribution by PRCS on 15 June 2021, 

100 bags were distributed in three primary schools at 

Hanna-Urak, Quetta
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Pakistan Red Crescent Society the leading national humanitarian 
organization, is engaged in citizen-friendly welfare initiatives across 
the country, including; healthcare, disaster relief, livelihood 
promotion, water sanitation, hygiene, provision of safe blood to 
sick/thalassemia patients, restoring family links, gender main 
streaming and kindred fields. 

PRCS with the support of Kuwait Red Crescent Society and 
International Federation of Red Cross Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC),  implemented its livelihood (WEELI) project in 10 villages 
of Mithi – Tharparkar. Under the project, PRCS conducted 
community awareness sessions in these villages. The activity was 
aimed to create awareness among communities on Sexual and 
Gender Based Violence (SGBV), reduce the gender inequalities, 
empower women and strengthen their economic outlook.

The promotion of gender equality was an essential part of 
SGBV violence prevention. A range of community sessions with 
men, women and all relevant stakeholders; engagement meeting 
workshop were arranged by PRCS to address gender stereotypes 
attributing dominating role of men over women in our societies 
that limits women’s capacity to develop their personal abilities, 
pursue their professional careers or make choices about their lives.

After conducting the sessions on SGBV in these villages, the 
PRCS Tharparker Branch team carried out a short meeting in 
village Loonihar, UC Joruo District Tharparkar with women in 
order to evaluate the impact of SGBV awareness sessions. The 
women in these villages expressed satisfaction and praised the 
initiative undertaken by PRCS for women empowerment 
especially in the backward region. 

Ms. Mithaan was a resident of village Loonihar in Tharparkar, 
and she was quite content to attend the sessions on SGBV . She told 
that these awareness sessions have infused a ray of hope in her and 
have provided her courage to break her silence and raise her voice 
against any sort of gender discrimination “My mother in-law and 
Father in-Law always treated me badly and my husband had always 
remained silent in front of his parents. But now after participating in 
the SGBV session, my husband told his parents that I should be 
treated well and respected by all; the family members, It was very 
encouraging for me to witness such a change”, said  Mithaan.

Ms.Sehji W/O Harchand from village Dabhi bheel said, “I am 
thankful to PRCS team who came and delivered a session on 
women rights. My husband also participated in that session that 
was quite encouraging for me. During the session, the PRCS team 
had shared a card (Referral Pathway) with us and told that we 

should keep this card with us in case if we would suffer or become 
victim of any type of violence, aggression, not having any support 
from the community or family members then we may turn to this 
card and call to given contacts for immediate support and help”.

The contacts mentioned on the referral card includes; focal 
persons from Women and Child Protection department, Safe 
House, Social Welfare department, Health department, Police and 
lawyer at District Tharparkar. 

Sehji mentioned that she is very thankful to PRCS Team for 
arranging these sessions, raising awareness not only among the 
women but also among the men to redefine concepts of 
masculinity based on dominance and control and  engage them 
in stopping violence against women.
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Awareness is Half the Battle

Under� the� WEELI� project,� PRCS� conducted� awareness� sessions� in� 10� villages� of� Tharparkar�
to� create� awareness� among� communities� on� Sexual� and� Gender� Based� Violence� (SGBV),�
reduce�the�gender�inequalities,�empower�women,�and�strengthen�their�economic�participation.

Livestock is one of the major resources of livelihood and 

income for the people of Tharparker. There is a tendency among 

the people of this region to keep up the livestock, keeping in 

view the severe weather and drought conditions.

Pakistan Red Crescent Tharparker Branch under the WEELI 

(Women Economic Empowerment through Livelihood 

Improvement) project is rendering its services to build resilient  

communities by strengthening the household socio-economic 

security of under-privileged women in 10 vulnerable villages of 

District Tharparkar. Under this project, cash grants have been 

distributed among 841 women in aforementioned villages for 

livelihood support and to provide them opportunities to 

generate income at household level.

The livestock in Tharparker has always been under severe 

threats and facing challenges due to various type of seasonal 

and unnseasonal diseases in this region. Keeping this in view, 

Pakistan Red Crescent Society in collaboration with Kuwait Red 

Crescent provided has carpet coverage of vaccination process of 

livestock among 10 different villages of district Tharparker, namely: 

Bagliar, Khathorio Dhabi Bheel, Koorio, Khetlari Kohli, Pabbey Jo Tarr, 

Mau Akheraj, Looniyar, Bitri Taal and Ganglas.

PRCS with the support of Livestock Department Tharparker Mithi 

provided vaccination services to the livestock of all these  villages. 

More than 7000 small animals were vaccinated in these communities 

under this project.

Authorities from Livestock Department also oriented local 

communities on different diseases, symptoms and preventions. 

Additionally they also sensitized the people to adopt remedial 

measures against these diseases. The beneficiaries were Contented 

on receiving the cash grants and support from PRCS.
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PRCS�under� its�WEELI� (Women�Economic�Empowerment� through
Livelihood� Improvement)� project� provided� cash� grants,�
and�livestock�protection�to�vulnerable�communities�in�Tharparker
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Pakistan Red Crescent Society
National Headquarters, Sector H-8, Islamabad
Ph: 051-9250412 www.prcs.org.pk

Write to us
editor@prcs.org.pk

If you need further information 
Please do not hesitate to contact us at 

 051 9250412 

T h e  C o r o n a  V i r u s  ( C O V I D - 1 9 )  c a n n o t  b e 
transmitted through the blood donation process 
or a blood transfusion as respiratory viruses are 
generally not known to be transmitted by donation 
or transfusion.   

PRCS has implemented all necessary safety 
measures needed during this COVID-19  pandemic 
and would urge everybody to continue donating 
blood.

Please do continue to give blood as long as you are 
feeling fit and well. Avoid donating if having flu like  
symptoms, or have had contact with a suspected 
or confirmed COVID-19 person or patient (this is to 
avoid contact amongst healthy donors, our 
personnel and a possible contact or COVID-19 
case).

Corona virus and Blood Donation
PRCS appeals to all our healthy donors 

to please continue to donate blood.
We assure donors that donating blood  is safe.


